
 

 
 
 
 
 

                                                            
 Start Strong Minutes 

June 8, 2026 
 

Meeting Highlights and Action Plan 
 

Topic/ Presenter Key Points 

Action Items 
Including Responsible 

Party/Timeline if 
applicable 

Meeting Focus Breastfeeding, Father Engagement, Community Engagement  

Meeting start 
and stop time 

3pm- 4pm  

Attendance Marcy Ivory (REACH), Gina Burke (FCFC), Lori Lambert (CCCHD- EC), Rani Masser (PRC), Isabel Hysing 
(CCCHD WIC), Robert McKinney (PRC), Jacob Clark (CCCHD- PIO), Jessics Jamez (FYI), Karen Gilbert 
(SRMC- Birthing Center, Lactation), Kim Wise (CCCHD epidemiology), Vince Carter (CCCHD- HE), 
Caroline Quelette (CCCHD), Carolyn Young (SRMC), Eli Williams (Fathering Strong), Elise Brown (SRMC 
Birthing Center), Jon Upshaw (online), Niescha Rhodes (online), Rochelle Smith (online),  

 

Mission and 
Vision and 
centering 
moment 

3-3:05 
AnnMarie Schmersal 

 

Introductions 3:05-3:15 

-TEAMS connection did not work for this meeting. May have missed some of online names. 
Brief roundtable introductions, announcements and updates 

-Elise reported Birthing Center reports breastfeeding initiation rates are up to 30.9% from 17%!  
-Eli reported many Fathering events this month. June 20th there will be a resource tent if anyone else 
would like to join. Juneteenth info at gammonhouse.org. June 25th Father’s Workshop event from 10-2, 
$10 fee (previous experience finds that a small fee helps incentivize attendance) 

 



 

Breakout into 
subcommittees   

Group divided up into two groups. 

 
Group 1 Breastfeeding and Safe Sleep – Carolyn is creating a list of prenatal education classes/ flyer 
since it is sometimes hard to find info on each individual website. Waiting list at RHC for carseats. They 
must take a class before getting a carseat provided by Ohio Baby Buckles.  
 
Group 2 Community Engagement/ Father Engagement–  

- Add a Fatherhood table for SS 101- Gina organizing 
- Connect with private sector through Greater Springfield Partnership- Gina sent 2 emails with no 

response 
- Need to update Urban Light information on Start Strong website for Fathering Strong 
- Dad tab updates to Start Strong website 
- She needs you, Dad; here is your To Do list to help mom and your new child: 

- Make the OB appointment. She needs to be seen in the first trimester.  https://startstrongcc.org/local-

resources/ob-gyn-providers/ 
- Apply for insurance. Contact your work HR department or visit Ohio Job and Family Services. 

https://startstrongcc.org/local-resources/healthy-pregnancy-and-support-programs-3660/ 
- Help her remember to take her prenatal vitamins.  https://www.prcclarkcounty.org/ 
- Now is the time to stop those bad habits. https://startstrongcc.org/local-resources/healthy-pregnancy-and-support-

programs-3660/ 
- Help her remember to drink enough water (at least six 8-ounce glasses per day.) 

https://startstrongcc.org/pregnancy/ 
- Find information on how fathers can be important nurturers. https://startstrongcc.org/pregnancy/d 

[  ] Carolyn and Elise to 
contact Ohio Baby 
Buckles to see if funds/ 
carseats can be given to 
SRMC- could be a good 
task for CHW to find out 
what MCO plans offer.  

 

 

[  ] Jacob to complete 
website updates  

 
2026 Meeting Schedule, all meetings 3-4pm except NOV/ DEC combined meeting will be 
2:30-4pm: 2026 Full Coalition Meeting topics 
July 13: Subcommittees working meeting 
AUG 17 Teen Pregnancy 

September: BF/ Safe Sleep: Birthing Center updates 
OCT 19 subcommittees working meeting 
Nov/Dec: extended roundtable updates, subcommittee reports
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