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Meeting Highlights and Action Plan 
 

Topic/ Presenter Key Points 

Action Items 
Including Responsible 

Party/Timeline if 
applicable 

Meeting start 
and stop time 

  

Mission and 
Vision and 
centering 
moment 

  

Introductions Brief roundtable introductions.  

Breakout into 
subcommittees 

Subcommittees work on plans outlined in Start Strong 2023-2025 strategic plan.  
Subcommittee #1 Preterm Birth Prevention and Preconception and 1st Trimester Health. Leaders: 
Gracie Hemphill & Ja-Lynn Sowers. Members: Ja-Lynn Sowers, Joseph Smith, Gracie Hemphill, Dorline 
Lucien, Danielle Raines, Gina Burke, Candace Copeland, Caroline Quellette, Carolyn Barnett, Emily 
Parsons, Amari Bradford, Britney Bruce, Natalie Oliver, Sarah Dahlston, Shannon Chatfield, Rani Masser, 
Cherry Cydrus, Sheri Haines, Jenny Harral, Rachel Fissel, Marcy Ivory, Karen Singleton, Lisa Saunders, 
Sandy Miller, Helaina LeCaptain 
 
Subcommittee #2 (Subcommittee 2&3 are now combined) Breastfeeding and Safe Sleep. Leaders: 
AnnMarie Schmersal and Lori Lambert. Members: Lori Lambert, AnnMarie Schmersal, Melissa Cline, 
Natalie Boyle, Nancy Salyers, Christina Ford, Jennifer Clay-McCockran, Zoe Keener, Carla Tamplin, 
Candice Myers, Emily Shaffer, Elise Brown, Carolyn Young, Shelby Lowe, Rebecca Swearingen, Amanda 
Roll, Sandy Miller, Sarah Stradling, Christina Ford, Victoria Smitson 
 

 



 

Subcommittee #3 (Previously #4, now adjusted per above merge) Fatherhood and Health Equity. 
Leaders: Nikki Stefanow and Vince Carter. Members: Vince Carter, Nikki Stefanow, Eli Williams, Thomas 
McGrath, Jeff Pinkleton, Mike Newsom, Ryan Hensley  
 **Please notify AnnMarie know of members missing from the distribution list for Start Strong and of 
subcommittee corrections/ updates**  
 

 Next meeting: COMBINED NOVEMBER/ DECEMBER MEETING ON DECEMBER 2 FROM 2:30-4PM   

 


